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[bookmark: _GoBack]Joint Side Event in the High Level Political Forum 2019:
Joining efforts: Measurement of South-South Cooperation contribution to the SDGs. 
Date: July 17, 2019
Time: 1pm- 3pm
Catering: Light lunch. 

1. Co-Organizers: 

· Colombian Presidential Agency for Cooperation (APC-Colombia)
· United Nations Office for South-South Cooperation (UNOSSC)
· Global Partnership for Sustainable Development Data (GPSDD)

2. Background: 

According to the document prepared by the Independent Expert Advisory Group on the Data Revolution for Sustainable Development of the Secretary-General of the United Nations,  “A world that counts: Mobilising the Data Revolution for Sustainable Development”,  it is necessary in this era of Data Revolution to measure the implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG), and to work on innovative approaches in order to increase the availability of appropriate and quality data. The document also suggests to update the statistics, to strengthen the entities officially in charge of them, to promote the standardization of statistics, and the pertinent use to the measurement and valorization of the progress on development. 

This proposal was adopted by international consensus in the  2030 Agenda, which emphasized the role of data as a fundamental mean of implementation, achievement and monitoring of the SDG. Likewise, this mandate has been supported by later multilateral efforts such as the Cape Town Global Action Plan for Sustainable Development Data.

On this line, the outcome document of the Second High Level United Nations Conference on
South-South Cooperation, held in Buenos Aires from 20 to 22 March 2019, recognizes the
contribution od South-South Cooperation (SSC) and Triangular cooperation to the implementation of the 2030 Agenda, and highlights the importance to improve the data compilation and to advance in the elaboration of own systems to assess the quality and effects
of these modalities of cooperation.


In this context, it is important to move forward in the discussion around the development and strengthening of tools for the quantification and value addition of SSC to contribute to the 2030 Agenda. In that sense, the decision taking to contribute to the sustainable development can be supported by a SSC that could be measured, which impact can be dimensioned and that could be adapted to the statistical tools that have been updated with the digital era and the technological development. 

Thus, the strengthening, the quantification and valorization of the SSC with the Statistical Entities contribute to the wide access to the information that can facilitate the public management and the implementation of the 2030 Agenda from this area of international cooperation. 

To quantify and create valorization of the SSC and its contribution to national development  has been a recurrent issue in the dialogue among the countries of the Global South, which has been materialized in the development of different models and initiatives to measure this kind of cooperation. The standardization of these methodologies, therefore, is the next step to achieve the aforementioned goal of measure SSC, which requires the strengthening of collaboration and coordination between the entities in charge of the management of SSC and the Statistical National Offices. Maintaining the momentum of this dialogue worldwide is more than imperative.


4. Objective: 

To contribute to the discussion of the measurement of South-South Cooperation, in order of promote the coordination between the National Statistical Offices and the entities in charge of the international cooperation, in favor of the standardization of methodologies of quantification and valorization of SSC as a mean of implementation of the 2030 Agenda.

5 Format:
· Panel discussion 

6. Proposed Moderator: 
· Neissan Besharati, Associate Director of Deloitte Development Africa, Strategy and Operations services.

7. Opening and welcoming speakers:
· Guillermo Fernández de Soto, Permanent Representative of Colombia to the United Nations. 
· Jorge Chediek, Director of the United Nations Office for South-South Cooperation and Special Envoy of the UN Secretary-General for South-South Cooperation. 

8. Key-Note Speaker:
· Prof. Sachin Chaturvedi, Director of the Research and Information System for Developing Countries (RIS). 

9. Proposed panelists:

-Samuel Kobina Annim, Government Statistician at the Ghana Statistical Service. 
-Ángela Ospina de Nicholls, Director General of the Colombian Presidential Agency for Cooperation  (APC-Colombia).
- Ana Ciuti, Director General of International Cooperation in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Worship of Argentina, and chair of the Intergovernmental Council of the Ibero-American Programme for the Strengthening of South-South Cooperation. 
- Ronald Jansen, Assistant Director and Chief of the Data Innovation and Capacity Branch of the United Nations Statistics Division (UNSD)

10. Closing remarks:

-Jenna Slotin, Senior Director of Policy for the Global Partnership for Sustainable Development Data (GPSDD). 
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