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Excellencies,
Distinguished Delegates,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
Good afternoon,

· The UN Secretary-General recently emphasized that, “as the world seeks to ramp up COVID-19 response and recovery and tackle the existential threat of climate change, South-South and triangular cooperation is more essential than ever.”

· Therefore, the period of the next of the United Nations Office for South-South Cooperation Strategic Framework (2022-2025) will be a very critical time for the Office to ensure that all partners can more efficiently leverage South-South and triangular cooperation for equitable and sustainable development impact during COVID-19 recovery.

· In this regard, the drafting process of the United Nations Office for South-South Cooperation Strategic Framework (2022-2025) has been a very transparent one, engaging Member States, UN Entities, UNOSSC staff and relevant partners.

· 21 UN entities and members of the UN Interagency Mechanism on South-South and Triangular Cooperation contributed, along with 73 other stakeholders from both the Global South and North.

· We wish to thank the members of the Executive Board for their frank and constructive comments.

· We are particularly grateful, during two informals, to have received comments from:

· Brazil
· Morocco
· Norway
· Peru and
· Philippines, among others.

· Thank you for your inputs and contribution to the process.

VISION

· The draft Framework 2022-2025 articulates the mandate, development context and lessons learned from our previous Framework.

· The work-programme for the Office 2022-2025 is designed to promote South-South and triangular cooperation in support of Member States’ efforts, at their request, and the entire United Nations system, in eradicating poverty in all its forms and securing peace and prosperity for all on a sustainable planet.

· The Framework lays out how UNOSSC aims to spur better coordinated and coherent support to South-South and triangular cooperation across the United Nations system and other intergovernmental and nongovernmental organizations that work in developmental, humanitarian and related fields.

· The Framework takes into consideration the diversity within the Global South and the need to adapt South-South and triangular cooperation to the national strategic priorities and needs of countries in different country categories, mainly least developed countries.

· It also explains how UNOSSC will help boost Member States’ institutional capacities for South-South and triangular cooperation through the provision of cutting-edge knowledge products, relevant guidance and tools, and capacity building efforts to inform evidence-based policy choices and programmes.

· In addition, the Framework explains how the Office will reinforce its support to developing countries through stronger multi-stakeholder partnerships to galvanize South-South and triangular collective action among actors in government, civil society, academia and private sector toward the implementation of the 2030 Agenda and related international agreements.

· The Framework will also integrate the perspective of women’s empowerment and gender equality across all the proposed work-programmes

STRATEGIC OUTCOMES

· The milestones UNOSSC achieved over the current Strategic Framework position the Office well to take South-South and triangular cooperation to the next level.

· Guided by BAPA+40, GA 2nd Committee Resolutions, HLC decisions and the new UN System-wide strategy on South-South and Triangular Cooperation, UNOSSC will focus in the next four years to leverage UN system support to enable Member States to:

· Implement the SDGs in the Decade of Action; and
· Deliver sustainable development, both in responding to the COVID-19 pandemic and building resilience for the future.

· Under the new Framework, UNOSSC will perform five services, each with key measurable indicators:

1. Intergovernmental processes facilitation and reporting; 
2. Capacity development; 
3. Knowledge management and sharing; 
4. South-South and triangular cooperation solution lab
5. Trust Fund management.

· These services will support the achievement of three cross-cutting, impact-oriented and coherent outcomes.

· Outcome 1: Policies to advance South-South and triangular cooperation are strengthened through effective, evidence-based support to intergovernmental processes, multi-stakeholder dialogues and reporting.

· UNOSSC priorities under Outcome 1 include:

· Enhancing thought leadership in support of intergovernmental processes and multi-stakeholder dialogues.

· Improving the quality and the usefulness of mandated reports through evidence-based research.

· Facilitating action-oriented dialogue among Member States, United Nations entities, regional mechanisms, Southern think tanks and centres of excellence.

· Serving as secretariat of the High-level Committee on South-South Cooperation.

· Encouraging integration of South-South and triangular cooperation perspectives into resolutions of the United Nations system and of regional mechanisms

· Outcome 2: The capacity of United Nations entities to respond to requests by developing countries to address specific development challenges in implementing the 2030 Agenda through South-South and triangular cooperation is strengthened.

· UNOSSC priorities under Outcome 2 include:

· Improving system-wide coordination and collaboration.

· Strengthening the United Nations Inter-Agency Mechanism for South-South and Triangular Cooperation as a platform for United Nations entities to review progress and lessons learned regarding the implementation of the United Nations system-wide strategy on South-South and triangular cooperation.

· Collaboration with the Development Coordination Office, the regional commissions and the Department of Economic and Social Affairs, as applicable, to develop and roll out guidance, tools and training modules to implement the United Nations system-wide strategy on South-South and triangular cooperation

· Developing the capacity of United Nations entities, regional commissions and United Nations country teams to integrate South-South and triangular cooperation into United Nations global strategies.

· Creation of working groups to mainstream South-South and triangular cooperation thematically within the United Nations system.

· Outcome 3: Developing countries are enabled to implement the 2030 Agenda through harnessing South-South and triangular cooperation knowledge exchange, capacity-building, and facilitation of technology development and transfer.

· UNOSSC priorities under Outcome 3 include:

· Brokering and scaling up, upon request, South-South and triangular cooperation initiatives.

· Continuing to map, document and disseminate good practices in South-South and triangular cooperation to enable South-South knowledge exchange.

· Establishing a South-South and triangular cooperation solution lab to incubate innovative solutions and adapt and scale them up together with Member States, United Nations entities, financial institutions of the Global South, and other stakeholders.

· Brokering of partnerships through South-South Galaxy and projects supported by trust funds managed by the United Nations Office for South-South Cooperation.

IMPLEMENTATION ARRANGEMENTS

· To deliver on the above commitments efficiently, UNOSSC is putting in place a new business model that is cross-cutting and applicable to all outcomes and outputs.

· Results management and accountability

· In keeping with UNDP policies and procedures to ensure management for results and accountability, UNOSSC will ensure that each of its work streams will contain a theory of change and a results and resources framework establishing a strong logical chain, integration of South-South cooperation principles and triangular cooperation components (as applicable), lessons learned from evidence, risk-informed programming and a fully costed evaluation plan.

· Strategic communications

· UNOSSC will enhance its advocacy and strategic communications to increase the understanding and visibility of, and engagement in, South-South and triangular cooperation by underscoring the positive impact and additional value of those modalities. To achieve this UNOSSC will put in place standard communications processes – in line with established UNDP norms – to enable all staff to efficiently support advocacy in a organized manner.

· Strategic partnerships

· UNOSSC envisions a revitalized global partnership that leverages the resources of all stakeholders in keeping with South-South principles to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals.
· This will involve, among others:
a. Strengthening working relationships with the Department of Economic and Social Affairs, regional commissions, offices of United Nations resident coordinators, and other United Nations entities in support of normative and intergovernmental processes.
b. Enhancing relationships with the Development Coordination Office, regional commissions and United Nations country teams for the phased implementation and monitoring of the United Nations system-wide strategy on South-South and triangular cooperation, thus increasing effectiveness and efficiency in delivering results at the regional and country levels.
c. Through the United Nations Inter-Agency Mechanism for South-South and Triangular Cooperation, strengthening collaboration mechanisms with other United Nations entities.
d. Whenever possible and upon the request of Member States, connecting individual as well as groups of Member States with United Nations entities and other stakeholders to coordinate, co-design, incubate and scale up initiatives that promote knowledge exchange, capacity development, and technology development and transfer.
e. Reviewing and updating the existing partner base and partnership instruments and exploring synergies with key strategic partners to cross-fertilize knowledge, innovation and collaboration.

MONITORING, EVALUATION AND REPORTING

· Building on the achievement of the strategic framework, 2018–2021, UNOSSC will continue to strengthen monitoring, evaluation and reporting on the strategic framework, 2022–2025, in accordance with the decisions of the High-level Committee on South-South Cooperation and the recommendations of the evaluation of the strategic framework, 2014–2017; the mid-term review of the strategic framework, 2018–2021, and the 2020 audit of the Office.

· The Office will continue enhancing a results-management culture across its work programmes including trust funds, which will ensure quality and a results orientation following UNDP corporate policies and procedures. 

· UNOSSC will collaborate with the United Nations Inter-Agency Mechanism for South-South and Triangular Cooperation to support the United Nations efforts in building the capacity of the evaluators of the Global South to evaluate South-South and triangular cooperation initiatives.

· The Office will also work with the United Nations Evaluation Group and evaluation offices of the various United Nations entities to develop and roll out guidance for evaluating South-South and triangular cooperation initiatives managed by United Nations entities. 

· The biennial sessions of the High-level Committee on South-South Cooperation will review reports of the Administrator on the implementation of the strategic framework, 2022–2025.

· In addition, the United Nations Office for South-South Cooperation will include information on its work in reports of the Administrator to the Economic and Social Council on the implementation of the UNDP Strategic Plan, 2022–2025, through the Executive Board of UNDP, the United Nations Population Fund and the United Nations Office for Project Services.

· The United Nations Office for South-South Cooperation will produce an annual report reflecting the delivery of results and resources of its strategic framework and trust funds.

· The United Nations Office for South-South Cooperation will also contribute to other UN Secretary-General reports with a view to highlighting potential South-South and Triangular solutions to current challenges.

· A mid-term review and a final evaluation of the UNOSSC Strategic Framework will be carried out in accordance with UNDP policies and procedures.

CONCLUSION

· Before I conclude I would like to thank the UNDP Associate Administrator for her remarks here today, and to thank UNDP for its hosting of UNOSSC. UNDP has given the Office the confidence, the policy space and the means to effectively enable Member States and UN entities to share perspectives on South-South and triangular cooperation towards achieving sustainable development, and especially at this time in COVID-19 response and recovery.

· I thank you.


(END)
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