Summary of the 
“Technical brainstorming meeting on 
South-South co-operation in a new development context: Towards a consensus agenda for action’’
Paris, 9 February 2018

The meeting: The United Nations Office for South-South Co-operation (UNOSSC) and the OECD Development Centre, in collaboration with the Finance Center for South-South Co-operation (FC-SSC), convened an experts technical brainstorming meeting on South-South co-operation on 9th February 2018, in Paris, France. This meeting was organised as a workshop for exchanging thoughts on key issues that inform the debate on international co-operation and that can enrich preparations for the Second High-level United Nations Conference on South-South Co-operation, marking the 40th Anniversary Conference of the Buenos Aires Plan of Action (BAPA).
[bookmark: _GoBack]Participants: Over 30 participants of this meeting included experts or representatives of think tanks, including members of the Global Coalition of Southern Think Tanks, as well as other international organisations that play a crucial role in international development co-operation at the global, regional and national levels. The diversity and high calibre of participants is indicative of the growing relevance and interest in South-South cooperation, across the international development community.
Wrap up: The discussions took note of the reconfiguration of the global cooperation architecture, as a result of the shift in economic gravity to the South. This, coupled with the enhanced capabilities of developing countries to contribute to internationally agreed development objectives, has made South-South cooperation a critical tool in the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. However, forty years after the adoption of BAPA, there is also a realisation that the conceptual framework of South-South cooperation needs to be further developed, taking into consideration the expansion of its scope and actors, the plurality of approaches, measures and new mechanisms for co-operation, as well methodological challenges in capturing the lessons learned from the collaborative arrangements between developing countries.
The experts opined that while policy dialogues, knowledge sharing and other approaches used by developing countries provides an opportunity for adopting successful policies as well as preventing future policy risks, the analysis of South-South cooperation activities and approaches needs to be systematic and incremental for it to be insightful and effective in informing policy choices and  decision making. 
Key Take-Aways at a Glance
1. Promote a comprehensive framework, including a new narrative on South-South cooperation that considers expanding beyond technical and economic co-operation and that acknowledges the expanded actors in South-South cooperation beyond states.
2. Formalise collaborative efforts of developing countries, including establishing platforms for exchanging knowledge, resources, etc., including North-South platforms. South-South cooperation does not replace North-South co-operation but complements it and works alongside it.  
3. Convene policy dialogues around issues of strategic importance to the South and provide policy advisory services.
4. Advance trade and investment in South-South co-operation within concessional frameworks.
5. Develop conceptual and accountability frameworks with innovative methodology that captures both quantitative and qualitative outputs of all actors, including non-state actors. 
6. Avoid agglomeration in favour of a comparative analysis approach to case studies.
7. Institutionalise South-South cooperation at the national, regional and global levels.
8. Create a normative and institutional bridge between the G20 and South-South cooperation.
Introduction: What is missing in South-South cooperation for these experts?  
In this introductory session, participants presented their main interests as well as their expectations. Mostly, the experts expressed a need to re-think the definition of South-South cooperation and the mechanisms through which South-South cooperation can be monitored and evaluated. Participants expected the meeting results to help inform the BAPA+40 Conference.
Key messages
· A new narrative for South-South cooperation is needed to reflect current global realities, as well as an analysis of how South-South cooperation can be more conducive to the 2030 Agenda. 
· The further development of the conceptual framework of South-South cooperation needs to take into account the contributions and the increasing role of South-South cooperation during the last 40 years – acknowledging the expanded scope and actors as well as better understanding of the development impact of South-South cooperation.
SESSION I. South-South cooperation in a new emerging context
In this first session, participants acknowledged that reconfiguring the global economy calls for re-thinking international co-operation mechanisms. The experts recognised the role of the Buenos Aires Plan of Action (BAPA) in fostering alternative partnerships among developing economies to promote their own development and better achieve co-ordination and more policy dialogue. This plan has become the cornerstone of South-South cooperation, yet participants highlighted the need to agree on a definition of South-South cooperation that allows all countries to talk in the same terms and to have clearer measures of the real development impact of South-South cooperation investments and projects in light of the New Development Agenda.

	Key messages
· A common agreed upon conceptual definition of South-South cooperation is needed that goes beyond the agreed definition in BAPA 40 years ago.
· There is a trade-off between narrowing the definition of South-South cooperation and its flexibility: a flexible definition allows for a holistic approach to development, and partner countries collaborate in many ways. 
· There is a need to understand the reconfiguration of the South and to confirm South-South cooperation principles in light of new realities.
· In light of the new realities coming from international instruments, capabilities for trade and investment can be fostered through South-South cooperation within concessional frameworks.
· South-South cooperation needs to evolve from government to government relations. Rather, South-South cooperation is a multistakeholder opportunity, redefining the roles of different actors -- governments, private sectors, NGOs and international organisations. 
· Data collection and analysis for better development policy are part of a definition, taking into account existing mechanisms for peer-review, and the need to strengthen the governance for South-South cooperation.
· Legal and institutional frameworks, policy tools, accountability frameworks that would capture both quantitative and qualitative outputs of all actors, including non-state actors and dedicated human and financial resources are required at various levels (national, regional and global) to scale up South-South cooperation. 



SESSION II. Metrics and comparable approaches for South-South cooperation
During this session, participants were asked to think about how South-South cooperation can be measured and compared at the national, regional and global scale. Experts started by recognising South-South cooperation’s heterogeneity. Participants acknowledged that the diversity amongst countries from the South is what enriches the collaboration between them. Being confronted with such diversity brings challenges as well as opportunities, but mostly, the need for economies of the South to make the best of those differences. One of the main mechanisms of co-operation between developing countries should be knowledge sharing. It is thus crucial to go from traditional ways of co-operation, such as ODA and other financial tools, to other non-financial instruments, including peer learning, capacity development, exchange of experiences and sharing lessons learned. Such alternative and complementary ways of co-operation require defining new metrics that account for these collaborating mechanisms and that can inform the impact of such projects on development. Finally, participants agreed that there is a need to come up with a minimum set of components for a South-South cooperation outlook that provides information about South-South cooperation projects, rigorous statistics on financial and non-financial development co-operation mechanisms amongst the South, and an overview of South-South cooperation at a regional scale. One of the main highlights that participants stressed was the importance of systematisation: collaboration and co-operation between Southern countries needs to be gathered into regularly published documents from which  governments, private companies and international organisations can take advice.




Key messages
· A new context calls for new and different tools (vis à vis the existing tools from the North).
· Amongst Southern countries, plurality is what enriches South-South cooperation.
· Confronted with heterogeneity, the first thing to do is knowledge sharing - start building a discussion between a diverse group of countries. This can be done through mutual learning as an example of a good practice.
· Systematisation of lessons is a weakness in the South. There is a need for identifying mutual solutions, what worked, what did not work, what were the inputs and the resources, as well as what are the results and impacts. Case studies need to be conducted in a systematic manner. In this discussion, data as well as mechanisms to exchange country experiences in a cumulative and comparable way (peer learning) are needed. 
· There is a need for assessing the impact of South-South cooperation on development. To this end, co-operation on data collection and analysis for better development policy is crucial. 
· There is a need to build minimum components of a South-South cooperation global outlook. SEGIB’s report is a good example of a regional report on South-South cooperation.
· Platforms between North-South and South-South co-operation are needed. 
· A host institution is needed to bring countries together, develop the mechanisms and steer the whole processes.
· A possibility of building a community of practice should be explored – a group that would start looking at building a common knowledge management system and facilitating the discussion process around case studies based on common denominators, peer reviews and peer discussions. 
SESSION III. How to implement South-South cooperation to play a better role in the new global context?
A foresight exercise was used to look at potential economic, social, geopolitical, tehnological and environmental scenarios that might possibly describe future opportunities and challenges. Given these contexts, experts discussed implications for South-South cooperation. As the world changes, how will South-South cooperation need to change as well? Will it remain relevant? Will it need to operate differently? Could these scenarios be catalysts for better impacts from South-South cooperation? What do they mean for the tools and for the institutional coordination for South-South cooperation? 
Key messages
· We need to find ways to involve other actors in South-South cooperation efforts: private sector, NGOs and civil society organizations.
· The private sector needs to be given the right tools for their effective contribution to South-South cooperation efforts.
· We need to define the role of South-South cooperation in providing global public goods.
· In light of the increasingly global challenges, bridging South-South cooperation and the G20 is needed. 
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