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4th International Conference on Small Island Developing States
‘Leveraging Environmental Data for Development through South-South Cooperation’

Full names of speakers:

· Christian Linroy, Director, Ministry of Agriculture, Antigua and Barbuda 
· TBC, Minister of Agriculture, Antigua and Barbuda
· Steven Victor, Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries, and the Environment, Palau
· TBC, United States of America
· Deputy Director General Hua Liu, International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
· Peter Thomson, UN Secretary-General’s Special Envoy for the Ocean (UNDESA)
· Julian Barbière, Head of Marine Policy and Regional Implementation, Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission – UNESCO (IOC-UNESCO)
· Dima Al-Khatib, Director United Nations Office for South-South Cooperation (UNOSSC)

Description of Event
SIDS representatives and other partners will present success stories highlighting the importance of evidence-based data for decision making and development in SIDS with a particular focus on the role of science and technology in tackling ocean and terrestrial environmental challenges.
To this end, panellists and high-level speakers (including heads of delegations) will illustrate the value of sustainable capacity building and of mechanisms such as South-South and triangular cooperation in initiatives such as:
· regional level programmes and networks to support development in SIDS;
· the use of nuclear technology to tackle challenges related to the ocean, including through monitoring ocean contamination and tackling ocean acidification;
· the IAEA NUTEC Plastics flagship initiative that addresses plastics and microplastics in the ocean;
· the use of tailored applications of Earth Observation data for land use and coastal planning, ecosystem assessments and climate resilience.
Through the sharing of best practices, the session will explore the potential to expand and scale-up existing initiatives by harnessing valuable synergies among SIDS and identifying ways for the UN and other partners to support such efforts.

Tentative Format
1. Welcome, introductory remarks
2. Introduction of panellists 
3. Davos-style panel discussion [55 minutes] Each panellist will have 2 interventions of 4 minutes each. Questions to be provided in advance, to be posed by moderator.
4. Brief wrap-up of panel discussion, transition to Q&A 
5. Question and answer session 
· Invitations will be extended to partner organizations 
6. Concluding remarks 
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